NEW! - A book purchase scheme for fellows and members in developing countries

The vast majority of the world's insects are still undescribed. Valuable basic work on their native insect faunas can be done by entomologists in developing countries with very limited resources, but they need easier access to basic information about the insect groups they wish to study. Taxonomic work done without such information tends to be poor and generate many problems of misclassification and synonymy. A major problem is that specialist taxonomic works, e.g.. regional or world revisions of insect families, are essential tools for anyone wishing to undertake serious study of such groups, yet are mostly published commercially, and low print runs of highly specialised publications mean high prices. These prices are out of reach of most entomologists in developing countries. Authors of such publications regularly receive e-mails begging copies, but usually have to disappoint as they do not have free supplies to distribute. What is more, libraries of institutions in such countries have little or no money and are unlikely to buy expensive specialist books that will only be used by one person. The internet has revolutionised access to scientific information - anyone with computer access can in a few minutes find and print out information about literally any biological subject, however obscure, and the possibilities increase daily. However, as yet only a few specialist insect taxonomic works covering very few insect groups are available on the internet. The Society has therefore introduced a scheme whereby Fellows and Members in developing countries can apply for assistance with the purchase of specialist entomological texts that cover the regions and groups of insects which they are studying. Applications should relate to particular specified texts and will only be considered from those who can demonstrate that they needed that particular text for the work they are doing. The applicant is asked to provide the name and e-mail address of a specialist on the insect group in question who can verify that the applicant is engaged in specialist work on that group. Any one applicant is limited to spending of a maximum of £200 in any 3-year period. The Society will purchase and send the book(s) to the successful applicant. If the maximum is exceeded then the applicant may pay the additional amount to make up the cost of the book(s).

